favourite subject—that of health.   He seems to have been a man of much originality, many peculiarities, and much kindness of heart.    He was evidently impulsive, like his celebrated son, and he certainly made   a   culpable mistake,  and  a cruel  one  for his   family, when   he   rashly   concluded that  he should  always remain  a bachelor,   and arranged that his income should die with him.    He afterwards hoped to repair the wrong he had thus done to his children, by outliving the other shareholders and obtaining a part of the immense capital of the Tontine.    Fortunately for himself   he   possessed extraordinary optimism, and  power of excluding from his mind the possibility  of all  unpleasant contingencies—qualities  which  he handed   on   in full measure to Honore.    He therefore kept himself happy in the monetary disappointments   of   his later life, by thinking and talking of the millions his children would inherit from their centenarian father.    For their sakes it was necessary that he should take care of his health, and he considered that, by maintaining the " equilibrium of the vital forces," there was absolutely no  doubt that  he would live for a hundred years or more.    Therefore he followed a strict regimen, and gave himself
